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The social significance of reburial practices in Northern Kyushu at the earlier and
early Yayoi Period: Reconstructing secondary relocation of Human remains.

Kyoko FUNAHASHI

Faculty of social and Cultual Studies, The Kyushu University,
Motooka 744, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka, 812-8581, Japan

This study examines mortuary practices, particularly reburial based on secondary relocation of human remains, and their social
significance during the earlier and early Yayoi period in northern Kyushu, based on human remains excavation contexts. At the Otomo
and Sasai sites analyzed, clear reburials associated with primary burials and reburials/interments with somewhat unclear burial intent
were confirmed. Specifically, at the Otomo Site, reconstructing burial/reburial practices suggests multiple dolmen constructions occurred
at the same location. The reburials observed at both sites indicate that the human bones of the preceding interred individuals held signifi-
cant meaning in confirming genealogical relationships between graves or interred persons. In contrast, the importance of these bones in
reburials/deposits appears to have been relatively lower. These patterns suggest the possibility that they indicate transitional aspects or
fluctuations during the transition period at the earlier and early Yayoi period, where mortuary practices shifted from ritual acts using

human bones toward a more abstract shared use of burial grounds and burial systems.

Key words: Yayoi period, mortuary practices, human remains, secondary relocation of human remains, reburial
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