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Mortury practices as seen from the human bones unearthed during the third survey
of the Furutsuki shell mound

Kyoko FUNAHASHI, Shiori YONEMOTO, Hirotaka TAKAHASHI, Reo YONEYAMA

Faculty of social and cultural studies, Kyushu university
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During the third survey of the Furutsuki Shell Mound located in Kitsuki, Kurate Town, Fukuoka Prefecture, five human skeletons
were excavated in two groups from a location close to human bones dated to the late Jomon period. This paper examines the mortuary
practice and depositional process based on the archaeological record of these human remains. The results indicate that among the three
sets of human remains (Nos. 1, 2, and 3) in the northern group, No. 1 and 2 were buried at different times, albeit within a short period.
Regarding No.4 and 5 human remains in the southern group, it was considered possible that both were buried simultaneously wrapped
in a botanical mat-like material, or that only the No.4 human remain was buried wrapped in a mat, representing a case of joint burial with
a short time interval between No.4 and No.5 burials. Based on the above excavation findings, it was considered that the joint burial
examples at this site may represent an intermediate form between simultaneous burial and partial bone joint burial with a certain time
lag. Additionally, based on the reported biological sex of the five individuals, all of whom were male, and the fact that they were buried
in close temporal and spatial proximity, it was suggested that this could represent an extraordinary burial case symbolizing social status

or group affiliation, such as a male-line kinship group or a male non-kinship solidarity (e.g., occupational or ritual groups).

Key words: archaeological record of these human remains, Late Jomon period, Furutsuki Shell Mound, joint burial,

non-kinship solidarity
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